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future. Very few cabinet officials have ever
become president of the United States. In short,
the American Constitution provides no adequate
apparatus for the training, testing, and proper
selection of great national administrative statesmen.
Undoubtedly, Bagehot's criticism of America is
unduly stringent. Not only was the raw, rough,
equalitarian young democracy a denial of some of
his fundamental ideas, but it was unlovely aestheti-
cally in his eyes. Certainly he overstates the evils
which have resulted from defects in the Constitu-
tion. We continue to have able presidents. We
continue to have able cabinet officers. Rather
ironically, in seeing the future of Britain in America,
he was even more right than perhaps he imagined,
for English democracy has grown like the American
not only socially, but politically as well. The
English Constitution, the basic principles of which
Bagehot seemed to feel were so secure, has come
since its golden period more and more to resemble
the American.
It is one of the unfortunate characteristics of
modern patriotism that nations, as nations, are
seldom humble. They feel it a patriotic duty to
heed nothing but praise, and fiercely to resent
adverse criticism. In America this pious resent-
ment has happily become less fierce. We should
not altogether reject Bagehot's judgment of us
because it is severe. It is certainly not an entirely
false judgment, for its error lies not so much in
discovering fictitious faults as in exaggerating real
ones. It is the kind of criticism to which Americans
should listen.